STUDIES  IN  A  DYING   CULTURE
mix with and make ambivalent even the most * altru-
istic ' emotions.
But it is simplifying the drama to make it a struggle
between contemporary consciousness and old being.
It is a conflict between productive relations and pro-
ductive powers, between the contemporary formula-
tions of consciousness, and all die possibilities of future
being including consciousness latent in society and
struggling to be released from their bonds. Bourgeois
defects are implicit in bourgeois civilisation and there-
fore in bourgeois consciousness. Hence man wants
to turn against the intellect, for it seems that the
intellect is his enemy, and indeed it is, if by intellect
we mean the bourgeois intellect But it can only be
fought with intellect. To deny intellect is to assist
the forces of conservatism. In hundreds of diverse
forms we see to-day the useless European revolt
against intellectuaiism.
In any civilisation the role of consciousness is to
modify instinctive responses so that they flow smoothly
into the mill of social relations and turn it Instinct
not money really turns the social mill, though in the
bourgeois world instinctive rektions can only operate
along the money channel. Hence when social relations
come to be a brake on society's forces, there is felt a
conflict between the social rektions and the instincts.
It seems as if the feelings were out of gear, as if the
world was uncomfortable and hurt the feelings and
repressed them. It seems as if the instincts, and the
feelings, those products of the instincts, were being
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